The True
George Washington

FAMILY  RELATIONS

ALTHOUGH Washington wrote that the history of
his ancestors was, in his opinion, "of very little
moment/' and "a subject to which I confess I have
paid very little attention/' few Americans can prove
a better pedigree. The earliest of his forebears yet
discovered was described as "gentleman," the family
were granted lands by Henry the Eighth, held various
offices of honor, married into good families, and under
the Stuarts two were knighted and a third served as
page to Prince Charles. Lawrence, a brother of the
three thus distinguished, matriculated at Oxford as a
"generosi films'J (the intermediate class between sons
of the nobility, "armigeri filius/' and of the people,
"plebeii filius"), or as of the minor gentry. In time
he became a fellow and lector of Brasenose College,
and presently obtained the good living of Purleigh.
Strong royalists, the fortunes of the family waned
along with King Charles, and sank into insignificance
with the passing of the Stuart dynasty. Not the least
sufferer was the rector of Purleigh, for the Puritan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